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BRIGADIER JASON BLAIN
COURAGE, MATESHIP, ENDURANCE, AND SACRIFICE.  THESE ARE NOT JUST WORDS, THEY REPRESENT TO ME THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE HUMAN QUALITIES OF WHAT MAKES OUR NATION IT IS TODAY. THESE WORDS ARE ESPECIALLY PERTINENT DURING TIMES OF UNPRECEDENTED DANGER AND ADVERSITY. THEY ALSO REFLECT THE CHARACTERISTICS OF SERVICE TO YOUR NATION AND EMBODY THE QUALITIES WE SEE IN THE SPIRIT OF THOSE WHO SERVED OUR NATION IN THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA AND ALL THEATRES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR.  AT SEA, IN THE AIR AND ON THE LAND, AT HOME AND IN THE ISLAND NATIONS TO OUR NORTH, 1942, WOULD SEE COURAGE, MATESHIP, ENDURANCE AND SACRIFICE HALT THE JAPANESE ADVANCE AND THE THREAT TO OUR HOMELAND.
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE HONOURABLE PAUL DE JERSEY, GOVERNOR OF QUEENSLAND, MAJ PAT O’KEEFFE OAM, MR FRANK MCCOSKER APM BEM, A VETERAN OF THE 9TH BATTALION, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FELLOW SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN, VETERANS, FAMILIES AND STUDENTS. AS THE COMMANDER OF THE 7TH BRIGADE, I AM EXTREMELY HONOURED TO PROVIDE THE ADDRESS TODAY, ON THIS, THE 78TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA
I AM ESPECIALLY PROUD TO SPEAK TODAY, KNOWING THAT I AM SERVING IN A BRIGADE WHO’S ACTIONS AND SACRIFICES DURING 1942, AT MILNE BAY, PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN OUR NATIONS SUCCESS. TO BE ONE OF THE CURRENT CUSTODIANS OF THE TRADITIONS SET BY THAT BRIGADE IN 1942 IS HUMBLING.
BUT MILNE BAY WAS ONLY ONE OF MANY SIGNIFICANT STRUGGLES THAT DEFINED THAT YEAR, AND THE GENERATION, THE GREATEST GENERATION, OF AUSTRALIAN MEN AND WOMEN WHO ANSWERED THE CALL WHEN THE WORLD SEEMED TO BE ON FIRE. 
THE FALL OF SINGAPORE. THE BOMBING OF DARWIN. THE BOMBINGS OF BROOME AND TOWNSVILLE, AND EVEN MY HOME TOWN OF MOSSMAN IN FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND. THE ESSENTIAL AND DANGEROUS ROLE OF THE COASTWATCHERS. THE MIDGET SUBMARINE ATTACKS IN SYDNEY HARBOR, WHICH BROUGHT THE REALITY OF WAR TO THE HEART OF THE NATION. THE ACTIONS OF A SMALL ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY SHIP; HMAS YARRA, WHEN WHILE ON ESCORT DUTY ENCOUNTERED FIVE JAPANESE WARSHIPS AND TURNED HEADFIRST INTO THE FOE. 
THE UNRELENTING FIGHTING ON THE KOKODA TRACK. THE MOMENTOUS BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA. RAAF KITTYHAWKS AND BEAUFIGHTERS OVER THE OWEN STANLEY RANGES. THE MEN AND WOMEN PERFORMING GRUELING SHIFTS IN THE FACTORIES IN AUSTRALIA. THE UNFORGIVING BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, AND THE FIERCE SEA BATTLES OFF SAVO ISLAND. THE RESOLUTE CIVIL DEFENCE EFFORT AT HOME, BUILDING AIRFIELDS AND CAMPS. AND THE EXACTING BATTLE OF THE BEACHHEADS – AT BUNA, AND GONA AND SANANANDA, WHICH ENDED JAPANESE AMBITIONS IN PAPUA, AND WITH THAT, THE THREAT TO AUSTRALIA. 
THAT LIST IS LONG AND NOT COMPLETE. IT WAS A TRUE WHOLE OF NATION EFFORT. INDEED THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA INVOLVED ALL AUSTRALIANS. ON THE DAY THAT SINGAPORE FELL, PRIME MINISTER CURTIN WARNED: 
“THE FALL OF SINGAPORE CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS AUSTRALIA'S DUNKIRK ... [THE] FALL OF DUNKIRK INITIATED THE BATTLE FOR BRITAIN. THE FALL OF SINGAPORE OPENS THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA.” AND “WHAT THE BATTLE FOR BRITAIN REQUIRED, SO THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA REQUIRES. THAT MEANT SERVICE AND STRUGGLE AND COMPLETE DEVOTION FOR BRITONS IN THE DEFENCE OF BRITAIN. IT MEANS THE SAME THING FOR AUSTRALIANS FOR THE DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA.
BUT AS THE CURRENT COMMANDER OF THE 7TH BRIGADE, ‘BRISBANE’S OWN’, I REQUEST YOUR INDULGENCE IF I NOW SPEAK MORE OF THE ACTIONS OF THE BRIGADE AT MILNE BAY. THE 7TH BRIGADE ARRIVED IN MILNE BAY ON 11 JULY 1942 AND OVER THE COURSE THE FOLLOWING MONTHS WOULD ENGAGE IN HEAVY COMBAT AGAINST JAPANESE FORCES. THE VICIOUS FIGHTING IN LATE AUGUST AND EARLY SEPTEMBER, AT MOTIEAU CREEK, KOE BELLE MISSION AND IN DEFENCE OF THE AIRSTRIPS, WAS CRITICAL IN DEFEATING THE JAPANESE ADVANCE AT MILNE BAY.
THE BATTLES AT MILNE BAY ARE ALSO SPECIAL TO ME AS I KNOW THEM WELL THROUGH THE SERVICE OF MY WIFE’S GRANDFATHER, NEVILLE LARSEN, A CORPORAL IN THE 61ST BATTALION.  AS A YOUNG OFFICER I WOULD VISIT NEVILLE AND HE WOULD SPEAK TO ME OF HIS EXPERIENCES AT MILNE BAY.  THIS WAS UNUSUAL, AS NEVILLE, LIKE MANY OF HIS ERA, SPOKE LITTLE ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES IN THE WAR. THEY HAD WITNESSED WAR IN ALL ITS HORROR AND LOSS, AND FOR MANY SEEING MATES KILLED AND MAIMED STILL IMPACTED THEM GREATLY. IN HIS LATER YEARS NEVILLE WROTE A BOOK ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES. IT IS CALLED G’DAY MATE’.  I THINK IT HELPED NEVILLE COME TO TERMS WITH WHAT HE HAD EXPERIENCED.  IT IS NOT ABOUT ACTS OF VALOUR, THOUGH I KNOW THERE WERE MANY, NOR IS IT ABOUT THE FIGHTING ACUMEN OF THE AUSTRALIANS OR THE JAPANESE.  
IT IS ABOUT YOUNG AUSTRALIANS. YOUNG QUEENSLANDERS.  THRUST INTO A WAR AND THE DEFENCE OF THEIR HOMELAND. YOUNG MEN IN AN ENVIRONMENT AS FOREIGN AS IT WAS DANGEROUS. YOUNG MEN WHO WERE NOT SOLDIERS BY NATURE, BUT ANSWERED THE CALL TO ARMS NEVERTHELESS. IT TELLS A STORY ABOUT NEVILLE LOOKING OUT FOR HIS MATES, TUBBY AND LES, AND THEY LOOKING OUT FOR HIM.  
IT IS ACTUALLY A STORY ABOUT LOVE. A LOVE FOR YOUR FELLOW MAN THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO LAY DOWN THEIR LIVES SO OTHERS WOULD LIVE. A STORY REFLECTING THE EXPERIENCES OF THE THOUSANDS OF AUSTRALIAN MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED IN 1942 AND THROUGHOUT THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE 7TH BRIGADE, WRITTEN BY LTCOL DAVID BELHAM, STATES THAT THE AFTER THE CAPTURE OF MILNE BAY THE JAPANESE INTENDED TO CAPTURE PORT MORESBY IN ONE BLOW. RAAF AIR SUPERIORITY AND WELL‐DIRECTED ATTACKS CAUSED GREAT DISORDER TO THE JAPANESE LANDING.
MOST OF ALL, THE INITIAL DELAYING DEFENCE BY THE 7TH BRIGADE WORE THEM DOWN. FOR THE ALLIES, MILNE BAY REPRESENTED A TURNING POINT. VICTORY HERE AND A FEW WEEKS LATER ON THE KOKODA TRACK ENDED ANY JAPANESE HOPES OF TAKING PORT MORESBY. MORE IMPORTANT, PERHAPS, WAS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY. THE SEEMINGLY UNSTOPPABLE JAPANESE HAD BEEN STOPPED. IT MARKED THE SOUTHERNMOST POINT OF THE JAPANESE THRUST DOWN INTO THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC. 
THE MILITIAMEN OF THE 7TH BRIGADE HAD PROVED THAT THEY COULD FIGHT WELL AND WERE RESOURCEFUL AND DETERMINED SOLDIERS. THE OFFICIAL HISTORIAN OF THE 2/10TH BATTALION RECORDS THE FOLLOWING ACCOLADE:
THE … BATTALIONS OF YOUNG QUEENSLANDERS FOUGHT LIKE VETERANS, AND SET A STANDARD OF CONDUCT AND PERFORMANCE WHICH EARNED AUSTRALIA’S GRATITUDE.
SINCE THAT TIME WE HAVE BEEN SPARED WAR ON SUCH A SCALE BUT WE HAVE NOT ESCAPED THE COST OF PEACE.  AS A DEMOCRATIC AND PROSPEROUS NATION WE HAVE CONTINUED A PROUD HISTORY, SET IN THOSE EXTRAORDINARY YEARS, TO SEND OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO FOREIGN LANDS IN THE NAME OF FREEDOM
YOU SEE, NO MATTER WHAT IS SAID AND WRITTEN, TYRANNY CAN NEVER BE WISHED AWAY WITH A PEN THAT IS HELD IN THE HANDS OF THE SAFE AND COMFORTABLE. IT MUST BE CONFRONTED BY MEN AND WOMEN WHO VALUE FREEDOM AND JUSTICE.  MEN AND WOMEN LIKE THOSE WHO SERVED IN 1942.
AS A NATION WE MUST NEVER FORGET THE DEBT WE OWE TO THESE FELLOW AUSTRALIANS AND WE MUST NEVER FORGET THE RESPONSIBILITY WE HAVE TO THEIR SACRIFICE. IT IS SOMEWHAT POIGNANT THAT WE COMMEMORATE THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALLIA DURING LEGACY WEEK. A WEEK WHEN WE REFLECT ON THE CURRENT 52,000 WIDOWS, WIDOWERS AND FAMILIES WHO’S LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONES STARKLY REPRESENTS THE COST OF WAR.
WHEN I WAS A YOUNG MAN, I HAD THE PRIVILEGE TO WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THOSE WHO FOUGHT ALONG THE KOKODA TRACK.  FOR THOSE OF YOU LIKE ME WHO MAY HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO WALK THAT TRACK YOU CAN BUT ONLY IMAGINE WHAT OUR SOLDIERS HAD TO ENDURE IN THAT CAMPAIGN.  ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT BATTLES OF KOKODA OCCURRED AT PLACE CALLED ISURAVA DURING THE 27 AND 28 OF AUGUST. AND IT WAS HERE THAT PRIVATE BRUCE KINGSBURY WAS AWARDED A VICTORIA CROSS, POTHUSMOUSLY, FOR HIS ACTIONS.  HIS CITATION READS IN PART:
‘PRIVATE KINGSBURY….RUSHED FORWARD, FIRING THE BREN GUN FROM HIS HIP THROUGH TERRIFIC MACHINE-GUN FIRE, AND SUCCEEDED IN CLEARING A PATH THROUGH THE ENEMY. CONTINUING TO SWEEP ENEMY POSITIONS WITH HIS FIRE, AND INFLICTING AN EXTREMELY HIGH NUMBER OF CASUALTIES UPON THEM, PRIVATE KINGSBURY WAS THEN SEEN TO FALL TO THE GROUND, SHOT DEAD BY THE BULLET FROM A SNIPER HIDING IN THE WOOD’. EYEWITNESSES SAID THAT KINGSBURY'S ACTIONS HAD A PROFOUND EFFECT ON THE JAPANESE, HALTING THEIR MOMENTUM’.
HALTING THEIR MOMENTUM. THE STORY OF 1942.
 AT ISURAVA THERE IS A MEMORIAL BUILT IN MEMORY OF PEOPLE LIKE KINGSBURY, WHO GAVE EVERYTHING THEY HAD, INCLUDING THEIR LIFE, TO DEFEAT THE THREAT TO THEIR HOMELAND. AT THE MEMORIAL ARE FOUR STONE PILLARS THAT DISPLAY THE WORDS "COURAGE, MATESHIP, ENDURANCE AND SACRIFICE’. 
TODAY LET US ALL REMEMBER THOSE WORDS AND LET US ALL STRIVE TO POSSESS THOSE QUALITIES, JUST LIKE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO FOUGHT AND WON THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA..
